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PETER PAN TRUST CELEBRATES AUTHOR’S CONNECTIONS WITH CRICKET  

The cricketing connections of JM Barrie, the creator of Peter Pan, provide the theme for two 

events hosted by the Peter Pan Moat Brae Trust in June.  The author, a famous cricketing 

enthusiast with his own team, found inspiration for the character when he played in the 

gardens of Moat Brae, in Dumfries’ George Street, as a child.  He died 75 years ago this 

month - an anniversary which the Trust is celebrating with a literary event on the theme of 

‘Cricket, Fair Play and Inspiration’ on 27th June followed by a JM Barrie Anniversary Cricket 

Match on 28th June. 

The literary discussion, in association with Waterstones, will be chaired by Adrian Turpin, 

Director of the Wigtown Book Festival and will be held in the Minerva Hall in Dumfries 

Academy, JM Barrie’s former school, from 6 until 7.30pm on Wednesday 27th June.  It will 

feature writers William Fiennes, author of The Snow Geese & The Music Room, and Kevin 

Telfer, author of Peter Pan’s First XI, which tells the story of Barrie’s cricket team – the 

Allahakbarries.  The audience will be invited to participate in what promises to be a lively 

and interesting discussion. 

On Thursday 28th June, the Trust is holding a 40-over a side cricket match between a JM  

Barrie Invitation XI and a Dumfries Select XI at Nunholm, the home of Dumfries Cricket Club.  

The match, sponsored by Magnox, will start at 2pm and will be preceded by a lunch to raise 

funds for the Trust’s efforts to restore Moat Brae House and to develop it as Scotland’s 

Centre for Children’s Literature.   The invitation XI will be a mixture of authors and former as 

well as  current Scottish sports personalities including:  

 William Fiennes, Kevin Telfer and Adrian Turpin  

 Nicholas Hogg (author of Show Me the Sky, and The Humming Bird and the Bear) 



 Jim Love, former Yorkshire batsman, England One-Day International player and the 

Scotland Cricket Team Coach in the 1990s 

 Willy Morton, a former Warwickshire and Scotland left-arm spinner and now a 

Scotland youth sides coach 

 Mike Leonard, a former Scotland and Great Britain hockey player who also played 

cricket for Scotland at Under-19 level as a wicket-keeper / batsman  

 Majid Haq, a well-respected off-spin bowler and left-hand batsman in the Scottish 

Saltires cricket team 

 and John Blain, a former Northamptonshire pace bowler and batsman who played 

for Scotland in two World Cups.   

Adrian Turpin said he looked forward to the discussion and to playing in the cricket match 

adding:  

"One of JM Barrie's greatest pleasures in life was playing cricket, a game that he learnt in 

Dumfries.   I think he would have been delighted at the thought of these events, especially 

in such a good cause as the Peter Pan Moat Brae Trust. The story of Barrie's own cricket 

team is a genuinely amazing one: it featured the creators of Winnie the Pooh, Jeeves and 

Sherlock Holmes. It might be difficult to match that for literary talent. But the Trust has put 

together a formidable team. It should be a great contest." 

---Ends--- 

For more information please contact Iain Wilson 01387 255549 / 07818 144766. 

 

Notes for Editors 

 

 ‘Cricket, Fair Play and Inspiration’ will take place at Minerva Hall, Dumfries Academy, from 6-

7.30pm on Wednesday 27th June.   Tickets priced £7, including wine, will be available from 

Midsteeple, Dumfries, Thomas Tosh, Thornhill and from the offices of the PPMBT on 01387 

255549. 

 

 The JM Barrie Anniversary Cricket Match will be a 40-over a side match starting at 2pm and 

expected to conclude around 7pm.  Tickets for the match are priced £5 (children under 12 free if 

accompanied by an adult) and are available from:  

 Midsteeple, Dumfries, Tel: 01387 253383  

 Thomas Tosh, Thornhill 

 or from the offices of the PPMBT itself on 01387 255549. 

 



The main sponsors of the event are: 

 Magnox (Match Sponsors) 

 Dumfries and Galloway Life (Media Sponsors) 

 and Alba Printers (Programme Sponsors). 

 

 Lunch places, including entrance, match programme and a 3-course lunch with wine, are 

available, priced £35 per person.   Funds raised from entrance fees, programme sales and 

advertising, the lunch, a raffle and from business sponsorship will help to support the work of 

the Trust.  For more details see also http://www.peterpanmoatbrae.org/news-and-events/a-

cricket-match-at-the-birthplace-of-peter-pan/ 

 

 The Peter Pan Moat Brae Trust was set up in 2009 to save Moat Brae House and garden from 

demolition and to celebrate its international literary connection as ‘The Birthplace of Peter Pan’.  

Its aim is to save and restore the ‘B listed’ Moat Brae house and garden in George Street, 

Dumfries, where J. M Barrie played as a child and was inspired to write one of the most famous 

children’s stories in the world, developing this into Scotland’s Centre for Children’s Literature.   

 The Trust’s fundraising campaign was launched by patron Joanna Lumley in August 2011 and, as 

a result of this, the Trust recently announced that emergency works had begun on the house.  

 The Peter Pan Moat Brae Trust is a member of the Association of Building Preservation Trusts.  

 

 For more information log onto the Trust website www.peterpanmoatbrae.org 

 

 This project has been adopted for support by the Prince’s Regeneration Trust 

 

“For our escapades in a certain Dumfries garden, which is enchanted land to me, was certainly the 

genesis of that nefarious work – Peter Pan” - J.M Barrie 
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